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VISION STATEMENT  

Pompallier Catholic College is a Catholic community with a Marist charism that challenges all students to excel in their endeavours.  We promote 
Christian values, excellence in learning and quality relationships to enable students to be outstanding citizens.  Our College shall be a place where 

all “...encounter the living God who in Jesus Christ reveals his transforming love and truth”. 

FIRST A JEW 

When students read something we encourage them 
to evaluate the information before them in a critical 
manner.  We encourage them to look at the author 
and determine whether they have a particular     
agenda to promote, their level of expertise, and 
whether others agree with them.  They should look 
at the text and give consideration to the target      
audience and the social environment at the time it 
was written.  All of these factors impact upon what is   
written.   

The reader also brings their own life experience to 
the text.  Two students, reading the same text, can 
arrive at different understandings of the material   
before them.  They bring their own particular life   
experience lens to focus upon what is before them. 

I was thinking about the above recently when       
reading “The Misunderstood Jew: the Church and 
the scandal of the Jewish Jesus”.  This book is    
written by Amy-Jill Levine, who is a theology        
professor at Vanderbilt University.  The author‟s faith 
is Judaism and she writes from that perspective.  In 
this book she critiques some of the popular           
interpretations that people make about certain      
parables of Jesus, and aspects of his recorded life in 
the Gospels.  

Jesus is seen as someone who engaged in the daily     
religious and social rituals associated with the      
majority of the people in the Galilee province; i.e. he 
was an olive skinned, dark haired male Jew.  He did 
not appear to belong to any of the small groups  
within Judaism that we know of, such as the      
Pharisees, Sadducees or Zealots.  Nor did he      
belong to any priestly caste.  Jesus was probably 
illiterate, as were 95% of the population, but        
possessed remarkable oratory skills which helped to 
get his message across to others.  He, along with 
other Jews, believed in the resurrection of the dead 
and a future judgement of humanity.  He prayed and 
argued like a Jew, instructed others how to best live 
by the commandments given to Moses by God, and 
eventually died like thousands of other Jews upon a 
Roman cross.   

In the well-known story of the Good Samaritan, the 
priest and the Levite pass by a man lying in the 
ditch, while the despised (by Jews) Samaritan does   

something that Jesus‟s audience would not have 
expected.  In the Christian church, the actions of the 
priest and the Levite are often explained away as a 
consequence of their fear of becoming ritually      
impure.  In a Jewish context, this explanation does 
not hold up.  It is far more likely that the audience 
would be very surprised by the failure of the priest 
and Levite to tend to the man.  No law prohibits 
them from caring for the wounded man in this     
context.  The bite in the parable lies in its            
identification of the Samaritan as being „neighbour‟ 
and therefore one whom the Law commands a Jew 
to love.   

The woman at the well who has had many husbands 
and meets Jesus in the middle of the day is          
frequently thought to be sinful and an outsider to the 
community, and therefore has to draw water in the 
heat of the day.  But the action of Jesus, as told by 
John, would be understood as replicating actions of 
many well-known women and men meeting at a well 
from the Hebrew scripture.  The meeting at midday 
contrasts with the midnight meeting and a failure to 
understand by Nicodemus the learned Jew.  Having 
had many husband‟s may be unfortunate, but it was 
not that uncommon in a society where men were 
readily killed.  From an audience perspective the 
woman is not a sinner.  Jesus does not say she is 
and nor is she an outsider in her Samaritan village.  
She is one of the first evangelists for Jesus.  She 
talks to her fellow villagers and they take up the   
mission of Jesus.  That‟s unlikely to happen if the 
woman was an outsider in the village.  In this story, it 
is Jesus who is the outsider.  

This book helped me to better understand the New      
Testament.  It reminded me how important it is to try 
to get inside the mind and eyes of the audience and 
the authors, in order to truly appreciate the beauty of 
the Bible.  For the Bible is truly an amazing series of 
books.  Books that we strive to enable our students 
to appreciate in all their complexity.  Have a read 
now and again.  

Richard Stanton 
PRINCIPAL 

 

 

  



SEPTEMBER 

Mon 19 AUT course planning visit  10.00am 

Mon 19 Mates and Dates - Parents evening College staffroom 5.00pm 

Mon 19 2017 Enrolments close 

Mon 19 - Thu 22 St Francis Xavier School Production College Hall  

Tue 20 Patronal Feast Day, Bishop‟s Mass College Hall 12.00pm 

Tue 20 - Thu 22 Nga Manu Korero Nationals  12.00pm 

Wed 21 Netball Prize Giving College Hall TBC 

Wed 21 Senior Music EOTC Big Door Studio 12.15pm 

Wed 21 13BIO EOTC Tiritiri Matangi Island 6.45am 

Fri 23 Senior NCEA Credit reports emailed   

Fri 23 Last Day of Term 3   

Sat 24 - Tue 27 World of Wearable Arts Trip Wellington  

OCTOBER 

Sat 8 Youth Mass SFX Church 6.00pm 

Mon 10 First Day of Term 4   

Wed 12 Year 11 Dance Competition College Hall 6.30pm 

Fri 14 Senior Drama EOTC Trip Auckland 3.00pm 

Tue 18 Massey University Planning Visit  9.00am 

Tue 18 Year 8 Girls HPV Vac 3 Library 9.00am 

Thu 27 Touch of Class College Hall TBC 

NOVEMBER 

Tue 1 Leavers‟ Mass SFX Church TBC 

Wed 2 Senior Prize Giving College Hall 7.00pm 

Mon 7 - Tue 8 Junior Exams   

Wed 9 NCEA EXAMS BEGIN 

Sat 12 Youth Mass SFX Church 6.00pm 

Mon 14 - Wed 16 Year 8 Camp Auckland  

Tue 15 Year 6 Orientation Day Visit   

DECEMBER 

Wed 14 Junior Prize Giving College Hall 10.00am 

Wed 14 Last Day of Term 4 

   

  

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS: Term 3 & 4 
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SPORTS DEPARTMENT NEWS : Term 3, Week 8 

BASKETBALL RESULTS 

Blue Team 

7 Sep vs WIS won 

Thanks to the boys from the Gold team for filling in:     
Justin, Jelford, McStephen & Khyan. 

STUDENT SUCCESSES 

Annabell Simpson and Ciara Smith have been selected in 
the NZ team to swim in Canberra, Australia, during the 
holidays. 

Anya Gross was selected for the U16 NZ Cross Whites 
Football team.  They will travel to Australia to play in    
September. 

WPSSA CROSS COUNTRY CHAMPS 

We had 15 students running against others in their age 
group – these are the number of competitors for each 
race: 10yr Boys (148), 10yr Girls (144), 11yr Boys (65),  
11yr Girls (61), 12yr + Boys (58), 12yr + Girls (56). 

Congratulations to the following students who placed in 
the Top 15, and have qualified to attend the next level of 
competition – at the Northland Primary Schools event this 
week: 

10yr Boys: Niall Prosser – placed 8
th
 

11yr Girls: Jessica Skelton – placed 14
th
 

11yr Boys: Ah Him Iamafana – placed 6
th
 

12yr + Boys: AJ Iamafana – placed 11
th
 

We thank our helpers at the barge park event – Mrs 
Sheelagh Prosser, Mrs Heather Hewitt and Mrs Theresa 
Pickering.  We really appreciate your support of our      
runners!  These 4 students will also be attending the 
Northland Primary Schools event on Thursday 15       
September at Dargaville – good luck over there            
everyone!!! 

AIMS GAMES 

Our students had a wonderful time at the AIMS Games, 
held in Tauranga last week.  There was a record number 
of 9300 athletes from 275 schools this year!  We have 
included some photos on Page 7 of our action over the 
week! 

Cross Country:  

The field this year was very fast and strong.  The pace for 
the whole race was fast fast fast!!!  Our students did really 
well, and gave it their all, with great results. 

The winning time for the Year 7 was 9.56m.  A new 
course record!  Of the 155 finishers, our results were as 
follows: 

AH Him Iamafana - 11:35m - 41
st
  

Niall Prosser - 12.22m - 96
th
  

Ajani Powell - 13.06m - 141
st
  

The winning time for the Year 8 was 10.05m.  Again a 
new course record.  Of the 160 finishers, our results were 
as follows: 

James Shuker -  14.01m - 153
rd

  

Many thanks to Mrs Prosser for transporting the boys to 

and from Tauranga, and managing & looking after them 
while they were there, as well as being photographer! 

Hockey 6-aside team: 

This is the first year we entered a hockey team, and they 
had some fantastic results.  The team, consisting of:   
Tayla Adams, Ruby Crawford, Isaac Going, Rebecca  
Harris, Dylan Hiini, Ah Him Iamafana, Rose Martin,      
Jessica Skelton, Sam Webber and Holly Weir, had an 
awesome time and have returned very excited for next 
year! 

Results were as follows: 

Monday vs Otumoetai Intermediate won 7 - 6 

 vs Ngatea School lost 1 - 6 

Tuesday vs Karaka School won 14 - 1 

 vs Aquinas College lost  2 - 5 

Team came 3
rd

 in their pool play games. 

Wednesday vs Whakatane Intermediate won 5 - 0 

Thursday vs Mt Maunganui Intermediate drew 4 - 4 

 vs Reremoana Primary won 6 - 2 

Friday: vs Kingsway School won 8 - 5 

The final result for the team was 21
st
 place out of 38 

teams. 

We would like to say a BIG thank you to Daniel Skelton 
who did a fantastic job of coaching the team - to achieve 
the result they did in their first year was absolutely     
amazing and is down to his wonderful attitude and       
encouragement, and the teams willingness to put into 
practice his knowledge. 

To our helpers:  Mrs Harris, Mrs Skelton & Mr Going (our 
very own Medic), thank you so much for your help with 
everything. 

Thank you to Oxford Sports Trust for their funding grant 
towards the accommodation costs, this was a big help! 

We would also like to thank our sponsors for their       
generous support in getting the players to AIMS Games 
this year, your donations were greatly appreciated:  
Farmlands, Precision Drainage Ltd, The Palms      
Lifestyle Village, Carters, Carpet Court, Kitchen 
Trends, Potter Electrical and Douglas Roofing. 

Lastly, thanks goes to our wonderful parents who cooked 
fabulous meals that we took with us, and were also on the 
side line each day, encouraging and supporting the team.  
We greatly appreciated it ☺ 

Golf: 

Setiny Pheng (Year 8) competed, along with 25 other 
girls, in the golf this year.  She played 18 holes each day 
on 4 different courses - which made for some very long 
and tiring days.   

She did very exceptionally well, coming 8
th
 in the          

Stableford and 12
th
 in the Gross. 

Many thanks to Mr Pheng for transporting Setiny to and 
from her games each day, and looking after her. 

continued on page 4 ... 
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TOURNAMENT WEEK RESULTS 

UNISS Netball 

The Netball tournament was held in Papakura, Auckland 
this year.   

The team finished in the bottom of their pool after some 
seriously tough games, and unfortunately losing two    
players to illness. 

Results were as follows: 

Monday vs Albany Snr lost 22 - 26  

 vs Takapuna lost 26 - 34  

Tuesday vs Kingsway lost 23 - 25 

 vs Te Aroha lost 22 - 44  

Wednesday vsTauhara lost 22 - 37 

 vs Paeroa lost 24 - 25  

Thursday vs Orewa lost 20 - 38 

 vs Sir Edmund Hilary lost 21 - 42  

Friday: vs Fairfield lost 24 - 27  

NISS Hockey 

On Sunday 28
th
 August our school hockey team left in 

mini vans to compete in the North Island Secondary 
Schools Mixed Hockey tournament, held in Gisborne.  It 
was a full day‟s travel with plenty of singing and laughter 
along the way. 

We stayed in a lovely motel, the proprietors where very 
helpful and extremely impressed with our students. 

Results were as follows: 

Monday vs Waitara High School won 3 - 2 

 vs NaeNae College won 2 - 1 

Tuesday vs One Tree Hill drew 1 - 1  

Team came 1
st
 in their pool play games, meaning they 

were through to the top eight. 

Wednesday vs Te Aroha High School lost 0 - 2  

Thursday vs Campion lost 0 - 3  

Friday: vs Henderson High School won 2 - 1  

It was a really nice positive way to end our tournament, 
we came 7

th
 overall.  Our initial goal was to make top 

eight - Achieved! 

Congratulations to Hamish Wills (pictured right) who    
received Most Valuable Player of the tournament. 

It was a great week, plenty of hockey, fun, laughter and 
the odd earthquake thrown in there also!!!! 

Thank you to our management team for all their hard work 
throughout the week.  Our coach, Brendon Quaid, we are 
so thankful for the time, effort and support you have given 
the team.  It is really appreciated. 

Our wonderful helpers, Tim and Pauline Harris, the food 
was amazing.  Your inspirational stories, laughter and 
jokes made the week even better!  Many thanks. 

Thank you to our loyal supporters Diane Dowling and  
Holly Quaid who travelled down „the long way‟ to support 

the team.   

Thank you to Oxford Sports Trust for helping with     
funding ☺ 

To our sponsors; Farmlands and ASB - many thanks for 
all your support throughout this campaign. 

I would like to wish our Captain; Tyran Kitchen, Vice-
Captain; Georgia Quaid, and players Paige Eilering and 
Hamish Wills, all the best for 2017.  We will miss you! 

Once again thank you all for a very memorable           
tournament week.   

Julia Lecky, TIC HOCKEY 

People will forget what you said 
People will forget what you did 
But people will never forget how you made them feel   
“PROUD”.   

By Maya Angelou. 

Raffle Winners:   

Thank you to everyone who brought raffle tickets in     
support of our team. 

The winner of the sheep raffle was Shadow Thornton.  He 
is generously gifting the prize to a large family of SFX 
Catholic School. 

The $100.00 raffle was won by Chopper, and the        
chocolate raffle was won by Hannah Wedge. 

Congratulations to all our winners! 
 

 
 

continued on page 5 ... 
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ASB SECONDARY SCHOOLS SPORTS AWARDS 

NOMINATIONS HAVE NOW CLOSED and we await to 
hear if our four nominees for 2016; Ciara Smith and     
Annabell Simpson (Swimming), Anya Gross (Football) 
and Odin Vasmer-Diecks (Shooting) will be successful 
finalists and winners ☺ 

CITY CRICKET CLUB - JUNIOR REGISTRATION DAY 

Come and register to play Cricket for City this coming 
season.  Free sausage sizzle!  Go in the draw to win a 
Kookaburra prize pack when you register. 

Great club, great coaches, join City! 

Follow us on Facebook – City Cricket Club Whangarei 

Visit our website – www.citycricketclub.co.nz 

Contact Melissa Gibbs (Junior Co-ordinator) on 021 082 
69846, or email Melissa.gibbs91@gmail.com.  

MAUNU TENNIS CLUB 

SENIOR opening, Saturday 17
th
 September, 10am start, 

thereafter 1pm on Saturdays. 

TWILIGHT starts September 29
th
, 5.30pm. 

LADIES day every Wednesday 9am start. 

JUNIOR RALLY Tuesday October 11
th
, 3.30pm onwards. 

Queries, Ray or Sue Webb 434 6898. 

WHANGAREI AMATEUR SWIM CLUB 

LEARN TO SWIM - with Whangarei Amateur Swim Club. 
13 weeks, 35 minute lessons.  For children from 5 years 
old. 

Further information from LTS Coach, Skip Peyman, 
phone 438 8222, or on our Facebook page. 

 

 

Chantelle Yorke 
SPORTS CO-ORDINATOR 

438 3950 Ext 222 

chantelle.yorke@pompallier.school.nz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES ELECTION 

Declaration of Student Election      
Results, 2016 

At the close of nominations, as there was only one valid 
nomination received, I hereby declare; Fuentes, Rojena 
duly elected. 

Signed:  Ms Y Smith, Returning Officer 

STUDENT SUCCESSES 

“Write Off Line” is a NZ secondary school writing       
competition.  Congratulations to Callum Hazelton (Year 
13), for having his short story 'John Woke up' selected to 
be included in the 2016 anthology. 

Recently some of our students sat the Trinity Music    
exams.  Matthew Brereton (Year 12) received           
Distinction in his Grade 8 Vocal exam, while Sean          
O’Sullivan (Year 12) passed his Grade 6 exam with   
Merit. 

Rutene Rickard (Year 11) also did very well in his Grade 
4 exam. 

MATES & DATES PROGRAMME 
PARENTS INFO EVENING 

Monday 19 September 

5.00pm, College Staffroom 

Mates and Dates is a new secondary school-based 
healthy relationships programme, developed and       
implemented by ACC.  Parents should have received an 
email from me about the programme, which we are     
running for Year 10 - 13 students in the first three weeks 
of next term.  

The programme consists of five 50-minute sessions, led 
by a trained facilitator, and supported by your son or 
daughter‟s Religious Studies teacher. 

My email contained detailed information about the      
programme, and invited you to a parents‟ information 
evening, at which the Northland facilitator of Mates and 
Dates, Andrea Black, will explain the purpose and      
content of the programme, and answer any questions 
you may have. 

If you have not received this email, and you would like to 
know more, please email or call me at school.  If we do 
not have an email address for you, we sent the            
information to your son or daughter‟s school email      
address.  

Damian Pullen 
GUIDANCE COUNSELLOR   
damian.pullen@pompallier.school.nz 

BYOD IMPORTANT NOTICE ... 

A reminder for parents, that the expectation is that all 
students in Years 7 - 10 have their own device to use at 
school.   

We use cloud based software via Google Applications as 
our common educational platform.  This requires        
students to have devices that can browse the internet 
and run all features of Google Chrome, and students are 
expected to bring their device to school every day for 
learning. 

Please also note that mobile phones are NOT considered       
suitable devices.  Thank you. 

SPORTS… continued from page 4 

Remember, if you have a student success 
you would like to share, email us at … 

newsletter@pompallier.school.nz 

http://www.citycricketclub.co.nz
mailto:Melissa.gibbs91@gmail.com
mailto:chantelle.yorke@pompallier.school.nz
mailto:damian.pullen@pompallier.school.nz
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Te Whānau o te Kura 
Pomapārie  

Upcoming Events for Māori Whānau 

17 October - Whānau Meeting, 7.00pm, Staffroom 

27 October - Whānau BBQ, 5.30pm, School Pool 

 24 November - Māori Mass, 12.30pm, Chapel 

Everyone is welcome to join us! 

Ākina te Reo | Encourage the 
Language     
 

Tirohia ngā kupu i raro nei.  Karawhiua!                     
It’s Māori Language Week! 

This year’s theme is to Encourage the Language, so try out 
some of these phrases: 

Kāhore i tua atu i a koe  -  There’s no one better than you!   

Ka mau te wehi  -  That’s outstanding! 

More at:  www.tetaurawhiri.govt.nz 

We had another awesome (and last) practice at Bay of Islands’ College last Saturday – this 

time to finalise our haka pōwhiri and learn the waiata for the Ngā Manu Kōrero Nationals.  

HAKA PRACTICE: 10 September, 2016 

http://www.tetaurawhiri.govt.nz
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AIMS GAMES : 5 - 9 September, 2016 


